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2Air pollution is a serious health crisis across Asia Pacific

<8% of people in Asia Pacific 
enjoy clean air

In 2015, 4 billion people 
were exposed to high levels 
of air pollution

Highest numbers in South 
and East Asia

Source: UNEP, (2018) Air Pollution in Asia-Pacific: 
Science-based Solutions
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The Silent Killer 

Over 4 million 
premature 

deaths in Asia 
Pacific 
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And affecting those 
most vulnerable
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1. Adverse birth outcomes, e.g., 
preterm birth, congenital 
abnormalities (PM, O3, SO2);

2. Impairment of cognitive functions in 
bevmut!f/h/-!Bm{ifjnfsǃt!ejtfbtf-!
Qbsljotpoǃt!ejtfbtf-!boe!
neurodevelopmental anomalies in 
children (PM2.5, O3)

3. Diabetes (PM2.5)

There is growing evidence that 
air pollution could be linked to:

Source: REVIHAAP Project Technical Report, WHO European Region, 2013, Prof. TW Wong Presentation, 
School of Public Health and Primary Care The Chinese University of Hong Kong  Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, China

Growing scientific evidence on health impacts



6Global Call to Action on Air Quality: UN Environment Assembly

Highest-level decision-making body on the environment; universal membership of 193 UN 
Member States

Involvement of UN organizations, specialized agencies, inter-governmental organizations, civil 
society and the private sector

1st UNEA 2014:

Resolution 208!Tusfohuifojoh!VO!Fowjsponfouǂt!spmf!jo!
promoting air quality

3rd UNEA 2017: 

ǂQsfwfoujoh!boe!sfevdjoh!bjs!qpmmvujpo!up!jnqspwf!bjs!
rvbmjuz!hmpcbmmzǃ!

ǆBjs!qpmmvujpo;!top priority requiring immediate action . 
Member countries requested UN Environment to support national and 

mpdbm!fggpsut!jo!beesfttjoh!bjs!qpmmvujpo!jttvftǇ



7UNEA 3 RESOLUTION: Preventing and Reducing Air Pollution to 
Improve Air Quality Globally 

CONTINUE ACTION FROM 
UNEA-1
Recall UNEA 1 Air Quality 
Resolution 1/7 (para 1)

MEMBER STATE ACTION
Specific initiatives e.g. CCAC 
Specific issues e.g. PM2.5, BC, CH4
Specific sectors e.g. transport, 
energy 

REGIONAL KNOWLEDGE 
SHARING
Share knowledge at 
regional level (para 5)
Asia Pacific: APCAP 

INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION
Inter-Governmental and 
institutional cooperation 
(para 6)

UN ENVIRONMENT ACTION
Transport; Transboundary, Info 
sharing, Country support and 
technical support, Assessments, 
Indoor air quality, Global 
approaches, Second global policy 
assessment

MONITORING ACTION
Report back at UNEA-4

https://papersmart.unon.org/resolution/unea3
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Current policies have an effect on air quality levels by 

decoupling emissions from economic growth

Considerable pollution reduction has been achieved

Source: UNEP, (2018) Air Pollution in Asia-Pacific: 
Science-based Solutions
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Full scale implementation and   
80% expected economic 
growth forecast could result in 
no further increase in air 
pollution while lifting tens of 
millions out of poverty, 

CvuǍ/

4 billion will remain exposed 
to health-damaging levels of 
air pollution

Current policies will avoid further large -scale 
deterioration but not achieve air quality standards

Source: UNEP, (2018) Air Pollution in Asia-Pacific: 
Science-based Solutions



Implemented policies 
have reduced burden 
that would have been 
experienced in 2030

But this means increase from 
2 million in 2015 to 

2.5 million premature deaths 
in 2030 because of growing 

and aging population

If fully implemented by 
countries that adopted 
recent policies, this will 

reduce exposure in 2030 
to the same level as 

2015 despite projected 
80% economic growth
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Source: UNEP, (2018) Air Pollution in Asia-Pacific: 
Science-based Solutions


